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It’s never too early to start planning for our annual Railfest.  This year Rail-
fest will be Saturday March 14th and Sunday March 15th.  This is our divi-
sions primary fundraiser and a great way to contribute to the overall suc-
cess of Division 5.  If you have volunteered in the past we thank you and 
look forward to your continued contributions.  If you have never joined in 
the fun of this event there is plenty of opportunities to help out.  Contact 
Railfest Chairman Jim Wendorf  (railfest@mcr5.org) for details.   
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Upcoming Division 5 Meetings 
(Division 5 Meetings Start At 7:30)  

Location:  Hambden Town Hall  

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6)  

  Chardon, Ohio  

 

February 7, 2020  

 Location:   Hambden Town Hall 

 Program:   Train Loads 
    Mike Carovac 

 Bring/Brag:   Train Loads 

 

February 10, 2020  

 Location:   Hambden Town Hall 

    BOD Meeting 

 

March 6, 2020    

 Location:   Hambden Town Hall 

 Program:   Local Railroads 
    Bill Osborne 
 Bring/Brag:   Billboard Reefers 

 

Upcoming Events  
(See attached flyers in Trainwire for 
complete details for most events or 

go to www.cleveshows.com)  
 

February 2       9-3 

 Medina Train Show  

 Medina County Fairgrounds  

 

February 29     10-4 

 MT Hope Train Show  

 Mount Hope Event Center  

 

March 1     10-4 

 Erie Train Show  

 Waldameer Park, PA   

 

March 7     10-3 

 Independence Train Show  

 Independence HS Field House  

 

March 14 & 15    10-4 

 Division 5 railfest  
 Lakeland College  
 
March 14     5:30 
 Railfest Dinner  
 Painesville Depot  
 
March 28     10-3 
 TCA Train Show  
 Chevrolet Blvd—Parma  
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January BOD Meeting 
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No BOD meeting scheduled for January 

H o l i d a y   P a r t y 
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H o l i d a y   P a r t y 
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H o l i d a y   P a r t y 

WINNER’S LIST 

Linda Kacprzak 

Bob Gittinger 

Phillip Zannella 

Bonnie Lette 

Chuck Limbert 

Scott Gubanyar 

Ted Wiese 

Dave Neff 

Rich Kacprzak 

Mike Rudder 

Bill Kester 

Matt Kross 

Paul Emch 

Dave Barnes 

Jim Davidson 

Bell Barger 

Ray Newnes 

Jim Wendorf 

Dave Metzger 

Editor’s Note: 
Nothing wrong with the 
photographer, Rich wasn’t 
allowed to show his face 
after being  embarrassed by 
winning less than his wife, 
Linda again. lol 
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New Membership Feature  
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Member Roster for NMRA MCR Division 5 Members ONLY  

Are you needing to contact someone in the division and don’t know how? Well now you can! The only people that 
can see your information are other current Division 5 members. However, if your membership has expired, you will 
no longer be able to sign in.  

In a new section of the division website called “Members Info” we have everyone in our division listed. The list comes 
from the NMRA and is provided monthly to our Division Clerk in order to maintain our membership roster. To see 
this information, you must sign into the Member Login section of the division website www.mcr5.org.  There in the 
lower right-hand side of the webpage you will find the link. This area of our website will allow you to edit your infor-
mation that you would like to share with the other division 5 members. Only the information you enter will be 
shared. 

While compiling the survey that different members filled out; people wanted to know how to get in touch with an-
other member for various reasons. Because of the Privacy Laws, we are not able to publish a membership roster as 
we once did.  So, this has been created for the use of the membership. You as a member have the control of what 
information you want to share with others. Remember to fill out the “Help/Advise” area if you are willing to help or 
advise when questions come up.  Enjoy!! 

How To Login 

Click on the Member Login on the main page. 

 

To sign in for the first time, you must use the following information as it appears on your NMRA membership card.  
Enter your First Name, Last Name, and Password (the first six (6) digits of your NMRA #) (if you are a Life Member 
please enter an “L” in front of the first (5) digits of your NMRA #).  Click Login. 

Note:  If you can’t find your NMRA membership info, contact Division 5 Clerk Matt Kross at clerk@mcr5.org or  
440-668-9462. 

(Continued Next Page) 

http://www.mcr5.org
mailto:clerk@mcr5.org


P a g e  7  2 0 2 0  I s s u e  2  ( F e b r ua ry )  

The first time logging in, you MUST use the first and last name that is on your NMRA membership card.  For 
example, if you go by your middle name Mike but the NMRA has you listed by your first name of Alan, you 
must enter Alan as your first name.  Or, if the NMRA lists you as William but everyone calls you Bill, you 
must enter William for your first name. Once you have logged in, you can change your first name in the Divi-
sion 5 system to what you want to be known as and this new first name will be used for your future logins 
on the Division 5 website. 

 
Once you have logged in, you can also change your password to whatever you want it to be but it must 
meet the password requirements specified (one or more uppercase letters, one or more lowercase letters, 
one or more numbers, and be at least six characters long). 

 
Once you log in, you will be into the Members Info section. Click on any of the buttons to turn that column 
On/Off: Addresses, Phones, Emails, Help/Advise, All or Print. The 3 buttons at the top allow you to: Change 
your Info, View Private Member Only Information (i.e. Layout Tours, any other items that we need to get 
out to the group), and Log Out. 

 
Keep in mind that this section of the website is still in the development stages and screens may change.  

~Wayne Lette 

Businesses Accepting Division 5 Certificates  

Stewart’s Hobbies & Collector’s Toys 

Hobby Town USA 

Train Specialty Company 

Toy-N-Hobby Headquarters 

The Painesville Railroad Museum 

CW Trains, LLC 

Willoughby, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

Chardon, Ohio 

Geneva, Ohio 

Painesville, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

P L E A S E    S U P P O R T    T H E S E    D E A L E R S !  
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Articles  
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The MOD Squad 

 

 I was the last person I 

would ever think of who would 

be writing an article on a module 

group; and even more so joining 

one.  However, here I am a proud 

member of Northeast Ohio’s 

newest module group “The MOD 

Squad”.  When I would attend a 

train show I would see all these 

people hauling in their pieces 

along with whatever they put on 

top of them.  Then a few hours 

later I would see them break it all 

down again and carry it out to a 

trailer or a car.  I always won-

dered why do all of that work to 

just run a few trains for a couple 

of hours.  In my mind if I wanted 

to run trains I will go to my base-

ment and run trains on my per-

manent layout.  No setup time, 

no complicated wiring, no waiting 

for other people to arrive; it just 

seemed too complicated in my 

mind.  Well I could not have been 

more wrong.  Being part of a 

module group is actually quite 

fun and after our first initial set 

up, trying to figure how every-

thing hooked up, is not that com-

plicated.   

 Our group is aligned with  

Lionel and the Lionel Collectors 

Club of America module stand-

ards.  They came out with their 

standards around 2013 when 

they heard from their member-

ship a desire to have an O gauge 

module system; were theoretical-

ly a group in part of the country 

could set up with other groups in 

another area of the country.  

There has been some small inter-

est for the past couple of years 

about forming a group in Ohio on 

the numerous online model rail-

road message boards; but it was-

n’t until this past summer when a 

group of gentleman from primari-

ly Lake County took up the reigns 

and ran with it.  In the short span 

of 6 months our group has grown 

to around 20 members and we 

currently have 16 straight mod-

ules and 8 curved modules.  Each 

module is 45” long by 30” deep 

and will actually fit into the back 

seat of a normal sized car.   

 Next on our agenda was 

to determine what we wanted to 

do with our module setup.  

Should we pick a theme and eve-

ryone build to that or should we 

let everyone build to their own 

vision.  Since our primary focus is 

to promote the hobby and show 

outsiders that the main focus is to 

have fun we decided to go with 

everyone on their own.  At the 

time of me writing this article we 

have had 2 real shows and 1 soft 

opening and at every show we 

have had lots of comments on 

how people enjoy seeing the 

different visions of each module 

owner.  We have some guys do-

ing transition era, some modern 

era, some cities, some country/

wooded, and even one gentle-

man showing how to incorporate 

Legos as the primary focus of a 

layout. 

 We are in the early stages 

of booking shows in the North-

east Ohio area, but as you can 

imagine with O gauge we need 

quite a bit of room so that is a 

problem that we will have to 

keep solving. In conclusion if you 

were like me and never thought 

about joining a modular group, 

keep an open mind because you 

never know what you may be 

missing.     

 

~Bryan Persing 
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Meet Mike Buehner 

I am the Transportation Manager for ODOT in Lake County,  my current occupation.  I am modeling N 

scale in both a home layout, Grand River Railway,  (GRRT) and Ntrak modules with LENS.   We hold month-

ly operations on the home layout every 4th Tuesday. This is open the the novice and the most seasoned 

operators.   I learned of the Division during one of the open layout tours and had visited Harley Smiths lay-

out and Matt Kross’s layout. I have been a member since then.  

 

Bill Osborne 

Bill Osborne, otherwise know as Tripmaster B is our new tripmaster and from time to time he will share 

upcoming events that may be of interest to our group.  This month Bill shares with us 2 events that will be 

coming up in April and May.   

 

New York Central Historical Society 50th anniversary convention. Cleveland Ohio. May 15th -17th. In-

cludes tours of Collinwood shops all 3 days and bus tour to Conneaut train station and museum and then 

Northeast Pa train station and museum.  For more information go to  https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/ 

 

Also Central Ohio Prototype Modelers meet at Marion Station April 30th - May 1st. Marion Station has 

many great train exhibits and also train watching from Marion Tower.   More information can be accessed 

on their Facebook Page. 
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Another great source for events and flyers is   www.cleveshows.com 
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The Trainwire Newsletter  

Publication of Division 5  
2860 Loreto Drive  
Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094  

February, 2020 Edition  Division 5 Membership (68)  

The Trainwire 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 

“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Re-

gion, of the National Model Railroad Association. It 

is published approximately once a month and 

mailed to all NMRA members residing in Lake, 

Geauga, and Ashtabula counties (Ohio) free of 

charge, as long as the Division has funds for mail-

ing. Others wishing to receive it may do so for the 

annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 

available on the website (FREE).  

Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or 

the NMRA may be obtained by writing to 2860 

Loreto Drive Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094 or send-

ing an e-mail to Trainwire@MCR5.org. The Train-

wire and Division 5 activities are funded by flea 

markets, raffles, contributions, and donations. All 

comments and opinions are welcome. Those views 

expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily re-

flect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid 

Central Region or Division 5.  

The Western Reserve Division 5 
www.mcr5.org 

A non-profit educational organization 

Superintendent: Mike Buehner 6350 River Rd. Madison, OH 44057       440-479-2276  Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super: Bryan Persing 2860 Loreto Dr. Willoughby Hills, OH 44094      330-715-3519  AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Trainwire Editor: Bryan Persing 2860 Loreto Dr. Willoughby Hills, OH 44094      330-715-3519  Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Treasurer: Bonnie Lette 17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, OH 44086      440-298-3075  Treasurer@mcr5.org  

Clerk:  Matt Kross 12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, OH 44026      440-729-3045  Clerk@mcr5.org  


