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Inside this issue: 

 

I ’m writing this a few 
days before Christmas

----although you won’t 
receive this issue until  
afterward.  It’s at this time 
that I often link my interest 
in model railroading to that 
magical time when I     
received my first train---at 
Christmas---like many of 
us.  I was maybe eight or 
nine, and my train was an 
American Flyer—steam 
engine, gondola, coal car, 
and a caboose.  How I 
longed for a boxcar---
which my best little friend 
had! 

Fast forward to the present, 
and that budding interest 
then has given rise to my 
little N scale empire during 
the intervening decades.  
I’ll bet that most of us have 
similar model train        
histories.  But it’s now the 
turn of a new year, and we 
have much to look forward 
to in our hobby.  Certainly 
there is almost always 
much more to do on our 
own model railroads, with 
construction, scenery, 
trackwork, structures, and 
new products, new       
electronic applications, etc, 
to consider and              
incorporate.   

And in our model railroad 
organization lives—our  
Division---many activities 
to participate in, nurturing 
our long-time friendships, 
and making new ones with 
other fellow modelers and 
with new members.  There-
fore, let’s make a few New 
Year’s resolutions and see 
how many we can fulfill: 

Resolve to attend as many 
Division meetings as     
possible 
 
Invite those folks who are 
not current members to 
come to a meeting 
 
Offer to do a clinic on a 
topic for which you have 
experience, passion, or   
interest 
 
Volunteer to help at our 
Division 5 Railfest in 
March 
 
Attend the Mid Central  
Region Convention in   
Louisville in May 
 
Attend an RPM (Railroad 
Prototype Modelers)      
convention 
 
Support our (few) local 
hobby shops! 

No meeting in January!!  
But our annual Holiday 
party is Saturday Jan. 14 
at Hambden, 12:00 social 
hour, dinner at 1 p.m. You 
must RSVP by Jan. 7---
email to Bonnie or myself.  
Cost is $5 per person (mail 
or pay at the door if you 
have sent RSVP).  Dinner 
will be followed by our 
usual Chinese Drawing/
Auction and Loser’s    
Raffle.  Bring a gift for the 
Drawing/Auction.    

Dave Neff – Superintendent 

Division 5 

NMRA – Mid Central Region 

Superintendent’s Report 

TRAINS OF THOUGHT 
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UPCOMING  DIVISION 5 

MEETINGS 

Division 5 monthly meetings normally start at 7:30 PM. 

 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

April 5th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Building / Decorating a DPM Structure (Dick Roth) 

Bring & Brag:  Structure that You have Built with Extra Detail           
          (decals, roof vents, vines, etc) 

 

 

May 3rd, 2013 

Location:          Farmpark Kirtland, Ohio 

Program:          Locomotive Repair (Frank Bongiovanni of Div. 4) 

Bring & Brag: Locomotives that you have repaired or super-detailed. 

 

 

June 7th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Decaling  (Dennis Lloyd) 

Bring & Brag:  Structures or rolling stock that have been decaled. 

 

 

    

 

SCHEDULED  

EVENTS 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

 

- 2017 - 
 

Antique & Collectible Toy Show  January 7 

Lakeland Community College     (flyer on page 9)  

Kirtland, Ohio    (9:00 am - 2:00 pm)  

 

Division 5 BOD Meeting    January 9 

Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio    (7:30 pm)  

 

Division 5 Holiday Party    January 14 

Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio    (Noon, dinner at 1 pm)  

 

Railfest 2017    March 18 & 19 

Lakeland Community College     (flyer on page 5)  

Kirtland, Ohio  44094 (10:00 am - 4:00 pm)  

 

Railfest 2017 Dinner   March 18  

The Painesville Depot 

475 Railroad Street (flyer on page 6)  

Painesville, Ohio 44077 (5:30 pm)  

 

 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

January, 2017 Meeting has been cancelled. 

 

February  3rd, 2017 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:           TBA 

Bring & Brag:  TBA.   

 

March  3rd, 2017 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:           TBA 

Bring & Brag:  TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

Division 5 Holiday Party 

 

 The Division 5 Holiday Party this year will be held Saturday, January 14, at Hambden.      
Social hour 12 noon, ‘dinner’ at 1 p.m.,  followed by Chinese Gift Auction and Loser’s  
Raffle.   Cost $5 per person, guests welcome.  Payable at December 2 meeting if at all    
possible or send a check to Bonnie.   

 
 

You  can pay at the door on Saturday Jan. 14, only if you have RSVP’d by January 7 latest 
to Bonnie or Dave so that we can plan for the meal. 

 
 

The reasons for the change of date, day, and time: 

  
   First Friday too soon after New Years 
   Saturday afternoon easier daylight drive-time for all, including our far eastern members 
  in Ashtabula and Erie. 

 

Dave,  Division 5 Superintendent 



Division 5 Meeting Minutes          December 2, 2016   
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The December 2, 2016 membership meeting was called to order by Superintendent Dave Neff 
at 7:30 pm at Hambden Town Hall.  27 members and 3 guests were present.   
 
Paul Emch brought in a collection of old train related newsletters and magazines for  peo-
ple to take. 
 
A person in Division 4 is looking for someone to do CAD/CAM work for a model railroad   
related project. 
 
Reviewed the HO and N scale modular layout setups that will be at Lake Farmpark in Decem-
ber for their Country Lights program. 
 
The next Division 5 membership meeting in the Erie, PA area will be in May 2017, probably 
on a Saturday. 
 
All the dealer and exhibitor invitations and forms are being printed.  They will be mailed soon.  
Lakeland Community College has doubled their  charge for  secur ity.  This has forced us 
to raise our table prices to cover the increased cost. 
 
The Division 5 Holiday Party details were in the December Trainwire.  The party will be on 
Saturday, January 14, 2017.  Reservations are required by January 7, 2017.  Contact Bonnie 
Lette or Dave Neff to make your reservation. 
 
Upcoming area shows were reviewed. 
 
Modeling Question:  Sources for  very small 3V batter ies?  Suggestions were Bulldog   
Battery in Willoughby, OH or Batteries Plus in Mayfield, OH. 
 
Modeling Question: Source for  very small pushbutton switches (push on/push off)?  Sug-
gestions were DigiKey, Mouser, or MCM Electronics, all web-based suppliers. 
 
Some of the possible destinations for a Division 5 trip this year are EnterTrainMent Junction 
near Cincinnati, OH (and maybe the Sign Museum that is close by) or the Pennsylvania     
Trolley Museum near Washington, PA. 
 
Bring & Brag:   Theme – “Animation” 
 
Dave Neff  Matt Kross  Bryan Persing  Ray Newnes  
 Dave Metzger  Bill Osborne  Tom Pescha  Bill Berger 
 Randy Hahn  Bob Orlando  Dennis Lloyd 
  
Program:   Craig Potter provided a presentation on a visit he made to EnterTrainMent Junction. 
 
Submitted by 
 

Matt Kross – Division 5 Clerk 
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Pictures from the December Meeting 
Photos by: Tom Pescha 

Next Division 5 Meeting February 3, 2017 
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Wanted 

T he Trainwire is always looking for an interesting 
article.  If you have taken a trip lately, seen 

something interesting trackside, have a particular view 
point on a railroad subject or just want to participate in 
the Modelers Corner; then we want to hear from you.  
Everyone wants to be kept current on Division            
information, but we all enjoy an interesting article     
written by a member of this organization.  So take your    
pictures and article and send them to the Editor by email 
and share them will all of us. 

Superintendent  Dave Neff          440-269-1229  

      Super@MCR5.org 

Asst. Superintendent Bryan Persing 
       AstSuper@MCR5.org 

 Division 5 Directors:           (Terms expire June 2018) 

 
Don Bittner      440-257-7555              Robert Gittinger    440-525-0237 
Wayne Lette     440-298-3075             Tom Pescha           216-470-5780   
 
Division 5 Board of Directors:     BOD@MCR5.org  
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions:                  (Terms expire June 2018) 
 
Treasurer   Bonnie Lette           440-298-3075 

                  Treasurer@MCR5.org 
 
Clerk   Matt Kross          440-729-3045 
        Clerk@MCR5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman  Jim Wendorf           440-357-8890 
                  Railfest @MCR5.org  
    
Promo Day Coordinator Rob Bowers         (440) 942-3039    
   Bob Frieden         PromoDay@MCR5.org 
 
Achievement Program Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                                                                                     AP@MCR5.org 
 
Contests   (Open Position)              
                                                                               Contest@MCR5.org 
     
Auditors   Dennis Lloyd           440-255-2530 
   Tony Spena     Audit@MCR5.org      
     
Trainwire Editor  Lenny Kessler           440-417-6746 
                 Trainwire@MCR5.org 
    
Refreshments  Dan Chuppa            440-488-4179 

                          Refreshments@MCR5.org 
 
Membership Roster  Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
 
Webmaster  Wayne Lette           440-298-3075 
               Webmaster@MCR5.org 
 
Company Store   Ted Wiese           440-256-5212
         CompanyStore@MCR5.org  
 
Bring & Brag                         (Open Position)   
 
Layout Tours                    Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                   layouttour@MCR5.org 
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Team Track          www.MCR5.org 
 

Division 5 Officers           (Terms expire June 2018) 

Notice  
 

I will be compiling the next Trainwire on the 
19th of the month and any articles or reports  
that come in after the 19th will probably be 
published in the following issue.  -  The Editor 



Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or the 
NMRA may be obtained by writing to 3257 Center Road, 
Perry, Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to                     
Trainwire@MCR5.org.  The Trainwire and Division 5    
activities are funded by flea markets, raffles, contributions, 
and donations.  All comments and opinions are welcome.  
Those views expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily 
reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid    
Central Region or Division 5. 

Trainwire Editor:  Lenny Kessler    3257 Center Rd. Perry, Ohio 44081   440-417-6746 Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Superintendent:   Dave Neff   5479 Chestnut Hill Dr. Willoughby, Ohio 44094 440-269-1229 Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super:   Bryan Persing   2860 Loreto Drive  Willoughby Hills  OH  44094 330-715-3519  AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Treasurer:      Bonnie Lette   17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, Ohio 44086 440-298-3075 Treasurer@MCR5.org  

Clerk:    Matt Kross   12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, Ohio 44026  440-729-3045 Clerk@mcr5.org 

The Trainwire Newsletter 

The Western Reserve Division 5 

www.mcr5.org   

A non-profit educational organization 

Publication of Division 5 

12049 Sperry Road 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 
“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Region, of 
the National Model Railroad Association.  It is published 
approximately once a month and mailed to all NMRA 
members residing in Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula     
counties (Ohio) free of charge, as long as the Division has 
funds for mailing.  Others wishing to receive it may do so 
for the annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 
available on the website (FREE).   

The Trainwire 

January, 2017 

Electronic Version 

Division 5 Membership 

as of December 1st, 2016 

 117 

tel:330-715-3519


Trainwire. XIII  Issue 1 

Page 9 



Trainwire. XIII  Issue 1 

Page 10 

 
 

The Susquehannock Is Coming! 
2017 MER Convention 

Sponsored by 
The Susquehanna Division 

October 12 – 15, 2017 
www.mer2017.org 

 
The name Susquehannock appears to have originated as an Algonquin name meaning the "people of the Muddy                  
River" (Susquehanna). Their territory ranged along the Susquehanna River and its branches from the north end of Chesapeake 
Bay in Maryland across Pennsylvania into southern New York, very much the area encompassed by our Susquehanna        
division. 

 
Moving forward, the Pennsylvania Railroad chose to name its passenger train which ran from Williamsport to Philadelphia 
“The Susquehannock.” Wanting to know more about this train I went to Jerry Britton’s Keystone Crossings website 
www.pennsyrr.com to look at consist lists. The April 28, 1957 edition gives the list as; (1) B60, Mail-Baggage-Express Mes-
senger, (1) P70CGSR, Coach, and (1) PL, Parlor Car – Buffet10 Table seats – 24 Coach Seats. On the trip to Philadelphia the 
B60 was dropped at Harrisburg and the Coach and Parlor Car were attached to train #604. And on the return trip train #605 
The Coach and Parlor Car were added to the B60 for the remainder of the trip to Williamsport.  
 
The more we explore the name the more it applies to our event. The name Susquehannock and the Susquehanna Division 
makes this an obvious choice. The PRR route was from Philadelphia to Harrisburg, then on to Williamsport following the Sus-
quehanna River, thus specifically designed to service the area our division services. And finally it is the perfect prototype to 
model, no selective compression required. So, there you have it, some very good reasons why our convention became THE 
SUSQUEHANNOCK! 
 
The convention will be held at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel.  Our hotel is convenient to both the Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport and the Harrisburg Amtrak (former Pennsylvania RR) Station.  Tours aimed at both rail and non-rail interests 
will be offered.  For our rail fans, tours of East Broad Top Railroad, American Car and Foundry tank car plant, Strasburg Rail-
road, Bowser Manufacturing and more are in planning.  For non-rail interests available are tours of Hershey, the Harrisburg 
State Capitol, the National Civil War Museum and more.  Space on tours is limited, so they are first come, first served.   

 
Planned are some 30 +/- layout visitations as well as slots for many operators in scheduled operating sessions. Banquet, clin-
ics, raffle, white elephant sale and a live auction round out the very busy schedule for this event.  Of note is a beautiful Peter 
Lerro framed print of a PRR T-1 at the Harrisburg station to be given away to a lucky early registrant.  Registration is now 
open and we look forward to seeing you in Harrisburg next October. 
 

 

http://www.mer2017.org

