
Scheduled events 

Railroad flyer 

NMRA Convention 

Convention cont…. 

Boy Scout Day 

Officer Info 

Last Page 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F   
T H E  W E S T E R N  R E S E R V E  D I V I S I O N  
D I V I S I O N  5  -  M I D  C E N T R A L  R E G I O N  –  N A T I O N A L  M O D E L  
R A I L R O A D  A S S O C I A T I O N  

August, 2019 

Volume XV  Issue 8 

The Trainwire 
 2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♂ 

Inside this issue: 

Division 5 Annual Picnic Photos 
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UPCOMING  DIVISION 5 

MEETINGS 

Division 5 monthly meetings normally start at 7:30 PM. 

SCHEDULED  

EVENTS 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

May 12th, 2018 

Location:          Cambridge Springs, PA  

Program:           A Slide show by Dick Bradley  

Bring & Brag:  Anything goes 

 

June 1st, 2018 

Location:          Lake Farmpark 

Program:           TBA  

Bring & Brag:  Agriculture Related 

 

July, 2018  

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:           “Getting Started in Operations:” Bob Weinheimer  

Bring & Brag:  Anything goes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chardon
Town 
Square

Rt 6
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N

Rt 6

Rt 166

Map to Hambden Town Hall

Ham bden 
T own  Ha ll
13887  G A R Hwy
Ham bden,  O H

 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 
 

 
 

August 2nd, 2019 

Location:          Bill Osborne’s Home 

Program:           Movie Night 

Bring & Brag:  None 

 

September 6th, 2019 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:           Terminating Turnout Troubles---Dave Neff  

Bring & Brag:  Locomotives---modifications, detailing, painting, 
           decoder installation, specific story telling about a 
           particular model, etc.  

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

t 

Division 5 BOD Meeting   August  5 

Hambden Town Hall  

Hambden, Ohio    (7:30 pm)  

 

Railrod Memorabilia Show  August 25 

Painesville Railroad Museum 

475 Railroad Street (flyer on page 10) 

Painesville, Ohio 44077 (10:00 am - 5:00 pm) 

 

Boy Scout Day    September 14 

Painesville Railroad Museum 

475 Railroad Street (flyer on page 12) 

Painesville, Ohio 44077 (10:00 am - 4:00 pm) 
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NMRA Convention 2019 

I  attended this year’s convention held in Salt Lake City July 7-13.  The hotel, Little America, was very 
elegant but not flashy, the accommodations, food and service were superb, as was the several rooms 

designated for clinics and other functions.  Our own Wayne provided the software for operating the Silent 
Auction, and the auction chairman was quite pleased with its functionality and ease of operation. NMRA 
has used Wayne’s program in all but one of the past conventions since we co-hosted in 2014.  As usual, 
there were many good clinics to choose from, including one that I intend to reprise a bit and deliver to our 
Division sometime this Fall on ‘Terminating Turnout Troubles” (my title). 

The National Train show was held at an event center 25 minutes away by light rail, and everyone received 
a pass to go there and back by train.  Most of the usual manufacturers were represented, and there was 
plenty of ‘stuff’ for sale in both HO and N scales.  I picked up a great new product and will briefly detail 
its use and application in Bring n Brag at our September meeting.  There were several interesting layouts 
in all scales----including TT, T-Trak, NTrak, HO, Lego, S and O scale, and a huge Free-moN layout with 
over 200 individual modules supplied by several Pacific Coast state clubs.  Another very interesting      
display was comprised of nearly 50 individual ‘Pizza Box Modules’ built by elementary school kids.  This 
is a program that originated in last year’s convention in Kansas City and is growing.  We’ll be talking 
about it at our Division meetings as another way to get kids involved (also attracts adult interest) and   
continue to fulfill our mission to both educate and entertain. 

I attended one layout tour featuring a D&RG HO setup, and an N Scale Milwaukee road theme; both were 
superb nearly complete full-basement layouts.  Another interesting tour took us to Promontory point (see 
accompanying pix) to visit the site of the driving of the Golden Spike 150 years ago in 1869.  Several tour 
visitors among us participated in the ceremonial re-enactment. 

Promontory Point, Utah “Jupiter” replica, the Central Pacific American 4-4-0 



The 119 replica, Union Pacific 4-4-0 
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Businesses Accepting Division 5                                                                                              
Certificates 

 The businesses listed below are currently accepting Division 5's award certificates: 

 

 

 

 

Please support these dealers! 

Stewart's Hobbies & Collector's Toys 

Hobby Town USA 

Train Specialty Company                

       Toy-N-Hobby Headquarters 

The Painesville Railroad Museum 

CW Trains, LLC  

Willoughby, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

Chardon, Ohio 

Geneva, Ohio 

Painesville, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

NMRA Convention 2019 cont…. 

O n one day I rented a car and drove across 
the Great Salt Lake flats, past Bonneville 

Speedway and into Ely, Nevada to visit the Nevada 
Northern Railway outdoor Museum.  The yard and 
railroad service terminal exist much like they did 
70 years ago, with rolling stock and locomotives 
donated by Kennecott Copper (one of my previous 
employers in another location). The NN railroad 
was built to serve Kennecott’s mines, concentrator, 
and smelter in this area. I took many pictures and 
will be   crafting another clinic presentation with 

these.  It was actually the NN facilities plan-view 
that several years ago inspired my own layout           
peninsula dedicated to an extensive engine service 
facility. 

Next year’s Convention is ‘Meet Me in St. Louis’, 
and I hope that some of you can join me there. 
Conventions are a great way to meet other fellow 
modelers, enjoy the comraderie of shared interests, 
learn new techniques and become inspired. 

-Dave Neff 

 

Last Rail Driven, the Golden Spike, for the Transcontinental 
Railroad, May 10, 1869  
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Wanted 

T he Trainwire is always looking for an interesting 
article.  If you have taken a trip lately, seen 

something interesting trackside, have a particular view 
point on a railroad subject or just want to participate in 
the Modelers Corner; then we want to hear from you.  
Everyone wants to be kept current on Division            
information, but we all enjoy an interesting article     
written by a member of this organization.  So take your    
pictures and article and send them to the Editor by email 
and share them will all of us. 

Superintendent  Mike Buehner          440-479-2276 

      Super@MCR5.org 

Asst. Superintendent Bryan Persing          330-715-3519 
       AstSuper@MCR5.org 

 Division 5 Directors:           (Terms expire June 2020) 

 
Chuck Limbert   440-357-1864              Robert Gittinger    440-585-0237 
Mike Carovac    440-497-8536  Tom Pescha           216-470-5780   
 
Division 5 Board of Directors:     BOD@MCR5.org  
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions:                  (Terms expire June 2020) 
 
Treasurer   Bonnie Lette           440-298-3075 

                  Treasurer@MCR5.org 
 
Clerk   Matt Kross          440-729-3045 
        Clerk@MCR5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman  Jim Wendorf           440-357-8890 
                  Railfest @MCR5.org  
    
Promo Day Coordinator Bob Frieden          (440) 256-8141  
                PromoDay@MCR5.org 
 
Achievement Program Bryan Persing          330-715-3519            
                                                                                       AP@MCR5.org 
 
Contests   (Open Position)              
                                                                               Contest@MCR5.org 
     
Auditors   Dennis Lloyd           440-255-2530 
   Chuck Limbert        Audit@MCR5.org      
     
Trainwire Editor  Lenny Kessler           440-417-6746 
                 Trainwire@MCR5.org 
    
Refreshments  Dan Chuppa            440-488-4179 

                          Refreshments@MCR5.org 
 
Membership Roster  Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
 
Webmaster  Wayne Lette           440-298-3075 
               Webmaster@MCR5.org 
 
Company Store   Ted Wiese           440-256-5212
         CompanyStore@MCR5.org  
 
Program and Bring & Brag    Dave Neff             440-269-1229 
 
Layout Tours                    Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
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Team Track          www.MCR5.org 
 

Division 5 Officers           (Terms expire June 2020) 

Notice  
 

I will be compiling the next Trainwire on the 
19th of the month and any articles or reports  
that come in after the 19th will probably be 
published in the following issue.  -  The Editor 

Another Picture from the Internet. 

A Picture from the Internet. 

tel:330-715-3519


Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or the 
NMRA may be obtained by writing to 3257 Center Road, 
Perry, Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to                     
Trainwire@MCR5.org.  The Trainwire and Division 5    
activities are funded by flea markets, raffles, contributions, 
and donations.  All comments and opinions are welcome.  
Those views expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily 
reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid    
Central Region or Division 5. 

Superintendent:   Mike Buehner   6350 River Rd. Madison, Ohio 44057  440-479-2276 Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super:   Bryan Persing   2860 Loreto Drive  Willoughby Hills  OH  44094 330-715-3519  AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Trainwire Editor:  Lenny Kessler    3257 Center Rd. Perry, Ohio 44081   440-417-6746 Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Treasurer:      Bonnie Lette   17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, Ohio 44086 440-298-3075 Treasurer@MCR5.org  

Clerk:    Matt Kross   12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, Ohio 44026  440-729-3045 Clerk@mcr5.org 

The Western Reserve Division 5 

www.mcr5.org   

A non-profit educational organization 

Publication of Division 5 

12049 Sperry Road 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 
“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Region, of 
the National Model Railroad Association.  It is published 
approximately once a month and mailed to all NMRA 
members residing in Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula     
counties (Ohio) free of charge, as long as the Division has 
funds for mailing.  Others wishing to receive it may do so 
for the annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 
available on the website (FREE).   

The Trainwire 

August, 2019 
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as of July 1st, 2019 
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Photo from Editor’s file. 

The Trainwire Newsletter Electronic Version 

tel:330-715-3519

