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 WOW! What a month we 

have had since the last Trainwire was 

published.  I’m sure everyone was 

looking forward to seeing and reading 

about Railfest in this issue; but as you 

know Railfest this year had to be can-

celled due to the Covid-19 virus.  The 

Division and Lakeland Community 

College followed government guide-

lines when having to make this deci-

sion. 

 As we move forward the divi-

sion will continue to follow the prac-

tices set forth by State and Federal 

governments.  With that stated all 

division events and meetings will be 

cancelled to the end of May.  At that 

time we will see what current recom-

mendations are before planning 

events/meetings going forward.  It 

would also be very wise to call events 

before travelling to attend.  I know in 

this issue the Mid Central Region 

Convention is advertised for the end 

of May.  At time of publication 

(March 20) no decision has been 

made, but please call before making 

plans to attend.   

 Now with all of that said lets 

try and find some unique opportuni-

ties to still keep our division connect-

ed.  As your humble editor I am re-

questing, pleading, and begging for 

material for the new few issues.  With 

so many cancellations there is going 

to be very few opportunities for con-

tent.  No meeting wrap-ups, bring & 

brag, up coming shows, and division 

activities.  This would be a great time 

for some of you to send in content for 

the Trainwire.  I could use trips that 

you recommend or that you have ex-

perienced, member profiles, or what 

you have done on your layout during 

this social distancing period. 

 Of course this will all end, 

sometime hopefully in the near fu-

ture, and we can all get back to the 

normalcy of our lives.  I am sure that 

we will have meetings/activities again 

and what a great theme for our first 

bring & brag when we return to be is 

what did you get done during the 

quarantine/social distancing period. 

 Wishing everyone continued 

health and looking forward to seeing 

everyone shortly.   

 

~Bryan Persing, Editor  
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Upcoming Division 5 Meetings 
(Division 5 Meetings Start At 7:30)  

Location:  Hambden Town Hall  

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6)  

  Chardon, Ohio  

 

April 3, 2020   Meeting Cancelled  

 

April 13, 2020   BOD Cancelled  

 

May 1, 2020    Meeting Cancelled  

All April and May meetings and have been can-

celled to follow government Covid -19 guidelines.  

No decisions have been made on the June activi-

ties but the division will follow government guide-

lines about cancellations.  Information about activ-

ities will be posted on our social media platforms 

and in the Trainwire.   

  

Upcoming Events  
(See attached flyers in Trainwire for 
complete details for most events or 

go to www.cleveshows.com)  
 

Obviously with everything being the 
way it is right now it is important to 
confirm if an event listed will actually 
be held.  These are events that have 
not yet official cancelled. (April & 
May) 

 

May 17     10-3 

 NYCSHS Train Show  

 Holiday Inn—Independence  

 

June 13 & 14    10-5 

 Model Train Days  

 Painesville Depot   
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March Meeting 

Division 5 Membership Meeting Minutes  Mar 6, 2020 
 
The March 6, 2020 membership meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Assistant Superintendent Bryan 
Persing at Hambden Town Hall.   20 members and 1 guest were present.     
 

Reviewed upcoming shows and events 
Reviewed readiness for Railfest 2020.  Chairman Jim Wendorf provided a status on tables still available 

and reviewed set up times, show times, and jobs that volunteers are needed for.  A sign-up sheet 
was passed around.  Everything is ready to go. 

Reviewed the current list of nominations for the upcoming Division 5 elections.  Matt Kross is running 
for Superintendent and Mike Carovac is running for Assistant Superintendent.  Nominations will 
close on March 15.  If we only have one candidate per elected position, then no ballots will be 
mailed and the election will be done by Acclamation by the BOD. 

It was reported that the recent Erie train show was down about 16 tables and the attendance was 
down. 

Dave Neff is actively working on getting entries for the Mid Central Region clinician database.  We have 
three entries from Division 5 so far. 

Members were reminded again to go to the Members Only section of the Division 5 website and enter 
the information that they are willing to share with other Division 5 members. 

The Division 5 summer picnic data will be Sunday, July 12, 2020. 
A quick summary of our Division financial grant procedures was given.  It was noted that a grant request 

form is being developed. 
The Painesville Museum thanked Division 5 for the recent grant to help the museum build a new stor-

age building for several large model railroad items they have received. 
The Painesville Museum reviewed the status of several of their projects.  The prototype boxcar that was 

donated is currently in storage.  It will eventually be moved to the museum property and used as a 
multipurpose building, mainly for storage.  The prototype caboose that was donated is still sitting in 
Ashtabula. 

Modeling Questions:  1.) How to simulate varnished finish on a plastic base inside an old passenger car?  
Response: No one had any ideas offhand.  2.) Anyone have experience using 3D printers?  Response: 
several people provided possible contacts. 

 
Bring & Brag:   Theme: “Billboard Reefers” 
 Bryan Persing  Dave Neff  Bob Gittinger  Matt Kross Dave Metzger 
 Mike Rudder  Ray Newnes  Bill Berger  Bill Osborne 
      
Program:  Bill Osborne showed videos he took in the late 1980’s of Conrail trains in the local area.   
 
Submitted by  Matt Kross – Div 5 Clerk  
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Businesses Accepting Division 5 Certificates  

Stewart’s Hobbies & Collector’s Toys 

Hobby Town USA 

Train Specialty Company 

Toy-N-Hobby Headquarters 

The Painesville Railroad Museum 

CW Trains, LLC 

Willoughby, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

Chardon, Ohio 

Geneva, Ohio 

Painesville, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

P L E A S E    S U P P O R T    T H E S E    D E A L E R S !  

2 0 2 0  I s s u e  4  ( A p r i l )  
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T-TRAK Clinic at the 2020 Convention 

Where: Mid Central Region Convention Doubletree by Hilton, Greentree PA 

Time: Friday May 29, 10:30 am (nearly all day) Build Your Own T-trak Module Build & Take Clinic 

Clinicians: Gary Kohler (Portland Locomotive Works), Bryan Hartle (CMR), Richie & Laura Jodon presenting 

Schedule: Friday 10:30am beginning with T-trak background and module assembly, break for lunch then 

1pm & 2:30pm for landscaping (2 sessions) 

Clinic Description: Building a 1x single module (12” x 12”) from a CMR/ TabTec kit, Adding track then deco-

rating it with grass, trees, and other items to make it uniquely yours. After class, on Saturday morning, the 

modules will be added to the T-trak layout displayed at the convention. 

Price: $40, 10-20 participants MAX 

Norfolk & Western Historical Society  

 
 The Norfolk & Western Historical Society is 
holding it's 2020 convention here in Cleveland 
(okay; actually in Independence) June 4-6.  The con-
vention will be at the Holiday Inn in Independ-
ence.  That facility has been the site of some NMRA 
Regionals, and has been the site of conventions for 
the Nickel Plate Historical Society and the New York 
Central System Historical Society, but this is the 
first time that the Norfolk and Western Historical 
Society has come to the Cleveland area. 
 Because the convention is here, the empha-
sis will be on the post 1964 Norfolk & Western.  We 
want to include the fans of the railroads that got 
merged into the N&W in 1964: the Nickel Plate, the 
Wabash, the Pittsburgh & West Virginia, the Akron, 
Canton and Youngstown.  The banquet speaker will 

be Mike Connor, whose long history working in the 
railroad industry includes tours with Jerry Jacob-
sen's Ohio Central, the Erie, the New York Central, 
the Army Transportation Corps, and the Erie Lacka-
wanna.  His banquet speech will be about Dereco, 
the holding company that was controlled by the 
N&W, and in its turn controlled the Erie Lacka-
wanna and the Delaware & Hudson.  
 The convention tour will be an all day tour 
of the Age of Steam Roundhouse in Dover, Ohio, 
and a tour of the Warther Museum.  There will be 
clinics/seminars, including modeling clinics. 
Registration is available at NWHS.org.  Note that 
there is no surcharge for non-members to register 
for the convention.   
 
Frank Bongiovanni (Div 4) 
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2020 

Call for T-Trak Modules 

 
Mid Central Region Convention 

National Model Railroad Association 

May 28-31, 2020 

 

Steel City Express MCR Regional Convention 

Hosted by The Keystone Division #2 

 

The Doubletree by Hilton Pittsburgh Downtown 

One Bigelow Square, Pittsburgh PA 

 

This is to alert all members of the Mid Central Region of the NMRA that  

there will be a Region Sponsored Layout comprised of member built T-TRAK Modules at 

the 2020 Region Convention. 

 

The layout will be built in the hotel ballroom and will follow the simple rules of interconnecting modules. There may be 
a limitation of space.  We will keep you informed as we get closer to that point. 

 

Members that have built, or who are considering building a module are encouraged to respond to this call by complet-
ing the attached MCR Form #803 (Revised 12/01/2018) and sending it as an attachment to an email or by US Mail to 

the Regional Committee Chair. (see below) 

 

This form will help us design the layout  

 

Each Division has a T-TRAK Coordinator and their job is to help you get your module ready for the layout. 

 

Your module can be for display only or can be entered in the Convention Contest and can qualify for awards. 

 

Enjoy the fun of building modules and displaying them in a layout with your friends from the region. 

https://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/mcr_home2.html 
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Articles  
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Acela Avelia Train 

We had an impromptu Railfanning Day on February 17, 2020 at the Painesville Railroad Mu-
seum as we witness an historical event as Amtrak’s newest Acela Avelia Liberty Train set 
passed by the station.  Amtrak moved the new train from New York to Chicago today for a 
year of testing at the FRA facility in Pueblo, Colorado. This new, more advanced train built 
by Alstom will replace the current Acela now used on the North East corridor (NYC -DC) with 
speeds up to 186mph. We had over a dozen fans join us for this historic event.  
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Articles  
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Articles  
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Another great source for events and flyers is   www.cleveshows.com 
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NMRA  

Western Reserve Division Group  



P a g e  1 1  

The Trainwire is always looking 

for an interesting article.  If 

you have taken a trip lately, 

seen something interesting 

trackside, have a particular 

viewpoint on a railroad subject 

or just want to participate in 

the members profile; then we 

want to hear from you.  Every-

one wants to be kept current 

on division information, but 

we all enjoy an interesting arti-

cle written by a member of 

this organization.  So take your 

pictures and write your article 

and send them to the Editor by 

email. 

I work on the Trainwire throughout 
the month and publish it around 
the 20th.  If you absolutely need 
something in the next Trainwire  
issue please send it as soon as pos-
sible or let me know to hold space 
for you.  Many times space allotted 
for certain items may already be 
spoken for.  However, if you send 
items in early I can rearrange the 
format.  Also when items are sub-
mitted I will inform you that I re-
ceived them and when to look for 
them in the Trainwire.   
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Division 5 Officers             (Terms expire June 2020) 

Superintendent Mike Buehner 440-479-2276 
 Super@mcr5.org 
 
Asst. Superintendent Bryan Persing 330-715-3519 
  AstSuper@mcr5.org 
 
Division 5 Directors                               (Terms expire June 2020) 
 
Robert Gittinger 440-585-0237 BOD@mcr5.org 
Chuck Limbert 440-357-1864 BOD@mcr5.org 
Mike Carovac 440-497-8536 BOD@mcr5.org 
Ray Newnes 216-312-2132 BOD@mcr5.org 
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions                     (Terms expire June 2020) 
 
Treasurer Bonnie Lette 440-298-3075 
  Treasurer@mcr5.org 
 
Clerk Matt Kross 440-668-9462 
  Clerk@mcr5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman Jim Wendorf 440-357-8890 
  Railfest@mcr5.org 
 
Promo Day Coordinator Bob Frieden 440-256-8141 
  PromoDay@mcr5.org 
 
Achievement Program Bryan Persing 330-715-3519 
  AP@mcr5.org 
 
Trip Master Bill Osborne 440-254-0107 
  Tripmaster@mcr5.org 
 
Auditors Dennis Lloyd 440-255-2530 
 Chuck Limbert Audit@mcr5.org 
 
Trainwire Editor Bryan Persing 330-715-3519 
  Trainwire@mcr5.org 
 
Refreshments (OPEN)  
                                   Refreshments@mcr5.org 
 
Membership Roster Matt Kross 440-668-9462  
Layout Tours                                                        Membership@mcr5.org 
 
Webmaster Wayne Lette 440-298-3075 
                                    Webmaster@mcr5.org 
 
Company Store Ted Wiese 440-256-5212 
                              CompanyStore@mcr5.org 
 
Program, Bring & Brag Dave Neff 440-269-1229 
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The Trainwire 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 

“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Re-

gion, of the National Model Railroad Association. It 

is published approximately once a month and 

mailed to all NMRA members residing in Lake, 

Geauga, and Ashtabula counties (Ohio) free of 

charge, as long as the Division has funds for mail-

ing. Others wishing to receive it may do so for the 

annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 

Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or 

the NMRA may be obtained by writing to 2860 

Loreto Drive Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094 or send-

ing an e-mail to Trainwire@MCR5.org. The Train-

wire and Division 5 activities are funded by flea 

markets, raffles, contributions, and donations. All 

comments and opinions are welcome. Those views 

expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily re-

flect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid 

The Western Reserve Division 5 
www.mcr5.org 

A non-profit educational organization 

Superintendent: Mike Buehner 6350 River Rd. Madison, OH 44057       440-479-2276  Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super: Bryan Persing 2860 Loreto Dr. Willoughby Hills, OH 44094      330-715-3519  AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Trainwire Editor: Bryan Persing 2860 Loreto Dr. Willoughby Hills, OH 44094      330-715-3519  Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Treasurer: Bonnie Lette 17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, OH 44086      440-298-3075  Treasurer@mcr5.org  

Clerk:  Matt Kross 12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, OH 44026      440-729-3045  Clerk@mcr5.org  


